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ABSTRACT                             
Restorative justice is a major development in criminal thinking, which is 
supported by the United Nation, and restorative justice is developing in many 
parts of the world. The debate between retributive justice and treatment justice 
has exposed the defects of traditional criminal justice. Such defects include (1) 
neglecting victims of crime; (2) only requiring the criminal to accept 
punishment negatively; (3) keeping community far away from resolution of 
crime; (4) low cost effective in criminal prevention. Aiming at these defects, 
restorative justice is looking at crime and criminal justice from a new lens. 
Restorative justice has three supports that hold up the framework. These three 
supports are accountability, competency development and community 
protection, which collectively and actively restore the aftermath of the offence. 
Further more, restorative justice has succeeded in some practical programs. 
The reform of our country’s criminal justice system has been placed on the 
agenda, so researching on restorative justice has important meaning for 
criminal justice reform of our country. This dissertation consists of preface, 
body and conclusion. The body has been divided into three chapters. 
The preface uses the worldwide restorative justice movement as a 
breakthrough point, expounds the flourishing development of restorative 
justice briefly. It settles the keynote of the dissertation. 
Chapter one presents a brief introduction of the basal opinions and 
practical objectives of restorative justice. After discussing the optimistic and 
pessimistic accounts of restorative justice, this chapter points out that 
restorative justice is a supplementary process of criminal justice. 
Chapter two analyses Chinese traditional legal culture, and compares our 














construction of Chinese model of restorative justice from our country’s 
traditional culture. 
Chapter three concretely studies the ways to reform the underline spirit of 
criminal law and to construct Chinese model of restorative justice.  
The conclusion summarizes the thought of this dissertation, and looks 
forward for the future of restorative justice in China. 
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